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true Emperor. " There have never been among us,"
.says Tertullian, "partizans of Cassias, partizans of
Albinus, partizans of Niger."1 A slight illusion!
Certainly the revolt of Avidius Cassius against
Marcus Anrelins was a political crime, in which
the Christians did well to take no part. As to
Severus, Albinus and Niger, success was the only
thing which gave one a preference over the rest;
and the Church, in attaching itself to Severus, can
claim no other merit than that of adroitly divining
which would turn out strongest. This pretended
regard for legitimacy was at bottom only the worship
of accomplished fact. St. Paul's principle was "bear-
ing fruit. All power comes from God: he who
holds the sword, holds it of God for good.

This correct attitude towards secular powers was
due to external necessities quite as much as to the
principles which the Church had received from its
founders. The Church was already a powerful asso-
ciation : it was essentially conservative : it had need
of order and legal guarantees. This is admirably

1 TertulL Ad Soap. 3.
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